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NECESSITY OF A LAW FOR THE
ADMINISTRATION OF
THE PROPERTIES OF THE
CHURCHES IN INDIA

(1. 6ROMAD aljeileniemd

What Indian Constitution says?

India is a Sovereign Socialist Secular
Democratic Republic. As a sovereign republic
the constitution envisages equal rights to all
citizens irrespective of religion, caste or creed.
There should not be any discrimination between
people of a religious community with others
belonging to a different religion. Another
fundamental pillar of the republic is that all civil
activities within India should be governed by law.

All transactions of public wealth should
be according to law.

Article 25 and 26 pertains to the religious
rights of the Indian citizens.

Article 25 states as follows: ‘Freedom
of conscience and free profession, practice
and propagation of religion.

1. Subject to public order, morality and health
and to the other provisions of this Part,
all persons are equally entitled to freedom
of conscience and the right freely to
profess, practice and propagate religion.

2. Nothing in this article shall affect the operation
of any existing law or prevent the State from
making any law-

(a) regulating or restricting any economic,
financial, political or other secular
activity which may be associated with
religious practice;

(b) providing for social welfare and reform or
the throwing open of Hindu religious
institutions of a public character to all

[‘gJ«ig @RI'OG (alTVIDTV)0 (2 10WI
MIQLo DYS)DD3 AL HDAIHNIM)0 HDJNBLIOIN YD
@2 Q0M)20@] (0], @BOMVaL al)Lilen)canas
DoPTnlod ag)9)@lw errepnwmoomlnag (booklet)
@2pe o Y1V Ob.Sl. cmoamlnad @aimoo]
&W)o ‘MO RI0LI V)OS Bl LlonsaBslod
(a1V13L 1 012410)aD). 2BB5HOONIGCLIVH9) (AIGQI
90106)) 0> WO, DD LIS 03, - ag)(w79(5]

classes and sections of Hindus.’
Article 26 states as follows: “Freedom to
manage religious affairs- Subject to public
order, morality and health, every religious
denomination or any section thereof shall have
the right-

(a) to establish and maintain institutions for
religious and charitable purposes;

(b) to manage its own affairs in matters of
religion;

(c) to own and acquire movable and
immovable property; and

(d) to administer such property in accordance
with law.”

While Article 25 guarantees the freedom
of religion the article does not bar enacting of
laws regulating or restricting any economical,
financial, political or other secular activities
associated with religious practice. The Article
26 {b, c, d} gives permission to acquire property
and administer property according to law. This
makes it clear that it is mandatory that financial
administration of religious groups is to be in
accordance with law. Soitis mandatory for the
government to enact law to administer the
properties and finances of each religion.

The government of India has enacted Wakaf
act for the administration of the properties of the
Muslim community, various Hindu endowment
acts for Hindus, the Gurudwara act for the Sikh
community for the administration of the property
and finances of these religions.

Christian community, the third
largest religious group in India has not been
brought under the armpit of law.

1. Thisis against the mandate of the constitution
article 26 (d) to administer such property
in accordance with law.

2. This is discrimination.While the wealth of
all other religious groups is administered
by law Christians alone are left out from
the armpit of law. This is a great lacuna

in the legal system of India.  (o)s©)0)
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