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NECESSITY OF A LAW FOR THE
ADMINISTRATION OF
THE PROPERTIES OF THE

CHURCHES IN INDIA
(o)s@2ay)

€ROMnl aljellEn3emmd

[‘What the historians say about the Indian
Church’ agyam @pw oo mysoyaM) - ag)uslgd’]

Rev. Dr. Placid PodiparaCMI : “The
assembly of the adults and the priests
ascribed to a parish administered the
temporalities of the parish and looked after
the Christian life of the people. This assembly
had the power even to excommunicate public
delinquents. Matters of a serious nature were
dealt with in the joint assemblies of two or
more churches of parishes, while matters that
pertain to the whole Church or Community
were treated by the representatives of all the
Parishes. The Malabar Church thus
presented the appearance of a Christian
Republic” (The Malabar Christians: P-3).

Rev. Dr. A. M. Mundadan, CMI: “The role
of laymen in ecclesiastical affairs is clear
from the allusions in some of the documents.
The administration of the parish church was
in the hands of respectable men of the place.
They constituted the parish council and had
the right, together with the priest, to punish
offenders against the commandments of the
Church. Also in matters affecting the interests
of the community of the . Thomas Christians
as a whole, the lay leaders had their say”

(History of Christianity in India, P-192).

Arch Bishop Mar Joseph Powathil: “They
had an ecclesiology of their own in which
the theology of the local Churches was a
living reality. The parish assembly gathered
under the leadership of the local clergy was
an ecclesiological reality as the best
expression of the Church, the people of God.
It was not merely an administrative body. The
Dravidian village assembly called
“Manram” seems to have influenced the
formation of the local assembly called
palliyogam. It is the expression of
communion of a sharing community” (Acts
of the Synod of Bishops of the Syro-Malabar
Church, P-72).

“the Church of the &. Thomas Christians had
its own discipline. The disciplinary system
of the Thomas Christians was very much
indigenous. The theology of the local
Churches formed the basis of their discipline.
The Church was conceived as the assembly
of the people of God. The heads of the
families represented in the parish assembly”
(ibid, P-74).

“the administration of local Churches was
carried on by the assembly of the
parishioners consisting of adult males and
local priests. The senior priest was president
of the local priests (desathupattakar). The
ecclesial set up of the Thomas Christians laws
developed in their particular socio-politico-
cultural milieu. It had three levels: 1) at the
local level-palliyogam; 2) at the community
level-archdiaconate; 3) at the hierarchical
level-metropolitan and patriarch’ (lbid, P-75,
76).

Rev. Dr. Jose Kuriyedathu: *“Now, coming
to the powers of Yogam, its field was very
vast and comprised practically all matters
concerning the life of . Thomas Christians.
Even though the Christians were subject to
the Hindu Sovereigns in all temporal matters,
yet by most ancient custom, in social an_g
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religious matters they were permitted to be
ruled by the Archdeacon and Yogam. All
administrative matters of the local church
had to be settled by the parish yogam. For
more important matters the assemblies of the
neighbouring churches were consulted. But
cases of; major importance and general
interest were discussed and decided in the
General Assembly of all the churches’ .
(Authority in the Catholic Community in
Kerala, P 94, 95).

Let us cite some more exampl es of the yogam's
authority. Only after the yogam issued a
document called ‘desakkuri’ (letter patent),

consenting to the promotion of particular
person to Holy orders and assuming
responsibility to sustain him, the bishop used
to ordain him. It was exclusively the
responsibility of the yogam to administer the
temporal goods of the community attached to
the Church. Yogam assumed responsibility
for supporting the clerics attached to each
church. It was yogam which collected the
shares from families and contributed to the
sustenance of the bishop, the construction
and maintenance; of the Churches etc. It
supervised the feast celebration in the Church
and took measures to help the poor and the
widows’ (Ibid, P-95). (o50)0)
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