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NECESSITY OF A LAW FOR THE
ADMINISTRATION OF

THE PROPERTIES OF THE

CHURCHES IN INDIA
(o)s@2ay)

€ROMnl aljellEn3emmd

The Indian Tradition.

It is believed that Apostle Thomas
established Churches in India though no
documentary evidence is available. But in the
6th century there are references of Christians
inindia

The ChurchinIndiahad no relationship
with the Churches in the East and the West
under Roman Empire.

In 4th century the Persian Church
outside the Roman Empire adopted the
‘Nestorian’ faith. Persian Kingsand the Eastern
Churchesunder Rome persecuted the Nestorian
Church. The Persian Christians migrated to
India at different periods and settled down in
India. They were mostly traders and they
flourished well in Indian Soil.

Meanwhile the Persian Churcheswere
dismantled and became very weak. The
Bishops of the Persian Churches visited India
and they were received with honour by the
settlers as well as the native Christians. They
celebrated massin Indian Churchesand collected
funds for their weak Church.

Itisfromthewritings of the Portuguese
Missionaries we know about the Indian

Chrigtiansand their socio-ecclesia organization.

What the historians say about the Indian
church

Rev. Dr. Koodapuzha “The Church
administration of the Thomas Christians too
did bear characteristics very close to the New
Testament background. Their administration
was of a decentralized type drawing
inspiration from Acts 6: 1-6, Here we find
excellent example of priority given by the
Apostles’ (Ecclesial Identity of the Thomas
Christians, P-64)".

“In the ecclesial life of the Thomas
Christians Palliyogam played a very
important role. A yogam consists of the
representatives of the families and the clergy
of a parish. This assembly is presided over
by the parish priest. The yogam discusses
the problems connected with the life and
activities of the parish, such as the approval
of the candidates to priesthood, spiritual
welfare of the parish, the financial
administration, punishment for public
sinners, reconciliation in times of conflict, etc.
The candidates for priesthood have to get
the ‘desakkuri’, the official approval, of the
parish community..” .

“....The members of the assembly
enjoyed perfect equality and it was an
effective means of maintaining communion
and solidarity in the community. The idea of
the church as a community of the fellowship
was kept alive through the yogam.”

“..The local problems of the
community were discussed in the parish
yogam. Matters of wider importance were
discussed in the General Yogam which
consisted of representatives of all the parish
in the General Yogam the Archdeacon had a
very decisive role. We come across such
gatherings before important events of the
Church. There were gatherings of this kind
before and after the ‘Koonan Cross’ oath.
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2 The general gathering decided to send Fr.
Cariatti and others to Rome. The necessary
money was raised by the General Yogam. Fr.
Paulinus of Bartholomeo, who was a
Carmelite missionary in India, calls it a
Republican system of Government” (Ecclesia
I dentity of St. Thomas Christians, P-78, 79, 80,
81).

The ecclesial administration of Indian
Church was known as the ‘law of Thomas'.

Apostle Thomas who had attended the first
meeting of the Apostles (Reference Acts 6:1-)
or his disciples laid the foundation of Church
administration as per the decision of the above
said meeting.

The faithful provided all material
necessities of the Church and elected
‘Khatanars' (Pastors) werein charge of spiritual
service and preaching of the Gospe.
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"Miss Thressiamma and Jomon
Puthenpuracka are both same character. Both
never married, don't havefamily life, alwaysfight
with relativesand neighbours, never goto church,
always against Kottayam diocese and Knanaya
communtiy, both don't haveany good relationswith
their parents.”
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