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NECESSITY OF A LAW FOR
THE ADMINISTRATION OF
THE PROPERTIES OF THE
CHURCHES IN INDIA
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church’ agyam @ewyowo @50y}~ aguigd]

Spiritual Services in the Church

Rev Dr. Joseph Thekedath: “Up to
the time of that synod all the priests attached
to Church had the same rights and duties.
Hence in the sixteenth century there was no
guestion of any one of them being considered
the pastor or parish priest of the place with
the rest functioning as his assistance.
Nevertheless the senior most priest was held
in greater reverence” (History of Chritianity
inindia)
Arch Bishop Mar Andrews Thazhath:
“Priests were generally ordained for a parish
and were called Desattu Pattakkar. Outside
the church they were not much different from
laymen in their dress.........

The Priests were from respectable

families and were generally married. They
were ordained for a parish after getting
desakkuri or the approval of the parish
Assembly called Yogam” (The Law of Thomas,

P-39).

Powers of the Bishops

Bishops and the priests have no
temporal authority over the Churches. Rev Dr.
Jose Kuriyedath writes:

“ To the question whether the bishops were
involved in the temporal administration of the
community, historians almost unanimously
say that the bishops experienced no such
powers except perhaps in rare and unusual
situations, and that the actual administration
of the socio-temporal matters of the
community was normally in the hands of an
Archdeacon and Yogam” (Authority in the
Catholic Community in Kerala, P-86).

Even while the church became a
department of The Roman Empirein 4th Century,
our fore fathersin India preserved the origina
ecclesia system. The Portugese destroyed the
original systeminthe 16th century.

Mar Joseph Powathil: “ The sumtotal of their
particular theological heritage was
expressed by the phrase ‘Law of Thomas'
(Thommayude Margam) which implied their
Christian heritage specifically expressed in
the entire life style of their Church.
Thommayude Margam was a dynamic
expression of a living theology” (Acts of the
Synod of Bishops of the Syro-Malabar church,
P-71).

Mar Andrews Thazhath: “The Law of
Thomas: The Thomas Christians always
cherished with pride the idea that they had
‘the See of Thomas' and that their Church was
governed by the ‘Law of Thomas'. This idea
grew stronger when they came into contact
with the western Christian way of life (Latin
customs and laws). By the term ‘Law of
Thomas' they meant the customs and laws
(consuetudines) which they received through
tradition since the time of their Apostle
Thomas’ (The Juridical Sources of the Syro-
Malabar Church, P-6).

Rev. Dr. Xavier Koodapuzha: “ The existence
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of the church of the Thomas Christians
outside the Graeco-Roman world prepared
the background to develop her own ecclesial
style which is generally called the ‘Law of
Thomas'' (Ecclesial Identity of the Thomas
Christians, P-65).

Rev. Dr. Placid Podipara: “ TheIndividuality
of the Malabar Church as expressed in its
autonomy mentioned above, the East Syriac
Liturgy, the Christianised Hindu customs etc.
wereall The Law of Thomasfor malabarians.
This The Law of Thomas made the Malabar
Church fully home in the Indian soil from
both the religious and cultural points of view.
The peculiar characteristics of the
individuality of the Malabar Church was
entirely Indo-Oriental.

It is to be regretted that by the end of
the 16th and the beginning of the 17th century
the Individuality of the Malabar Church was
‘de jure’ suppressed and disfigured. The
Portuguese policy towards the Malabar
Church was responsible for this.

The Portuguese began their
commercial and missionary activities in
Malabar in the 16th century. Goa, which was
a Portuguese bishopric since 1534, became
an archbishopric in 1558. Cochin in
Malabar, erected in 1558 as Portuguese
bishopric, was Goa's suffragan crown.

In the eyes of the Portuguese The
Law of Thomas of the Malabar Church and
all that it comprised were heresy and
superstition. Their policy was to make the
Malabarians Latin in Rite and to put them
under their Padroado Latin jurisdiction.
Some of the East Syrian bishops who were in
Malabar in the 16th century were treated by
the Portuguese as Catholics and some others
as heretics. The Malabarians stood against
the Latinisaton of their Rite and even against
their own children whom the Portuguese had
ordained priestsin the Latin Rite. Even before
Goa became an archdiocese the Portuguese
contented that the bishop of Goa was the
bishop of Malabar and of the whole of
India” (The Malabar Christians, P-3, 4).
(®m)s)0)
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