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‘The spiritual role of the hierarchy and
the ministers of the Church was quite in
harmony with the cultural and religious
fradifions of India. The "Guru-Sishya' relation
reveals the core of Indian culture. The authority
of the "Guru"is not of a Juridical nature but of
a spiritual realm. A brief analysis of this aspect
is very useful at present when people speak
much on indigenization...

Unfortnately the Church in India from
the 16th century inherited foreign fradition of
religious authorify with a juridical emphasis.
The association with the Porfuguese marked
the beginning of this new fradifion which was
found in conflict with the "Law of Thomas.'In a
community where the spiritual authority is
given priority, juridical claims of submission,
rights and privileges will appear ridiculous.
The authority is based on the Spirit and the
intensity of the religious and spiritual
experience. The renunciation of worldly
attachment is the sign of a spiritual leader.
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One can be a spiritual guide or leader only in proportion fo his spiritual
depth and openness to the Spirit. He Should be able fo speak like St
Paul. “1live now not with my own life but with the life of Christ who lives
in me "(Gal 2: 20) and with St. John the Baptist “He mustincrease and
I must decrease. ” The religious authority becomes credible by the
integrity of one's life and conduct. Pomp and dominion are alien fo
the idea of an authentic guru. The Christians in the Indian set up do
not want fo see their ecclesiastical leaders as administrators buf want
fo see them as real spirifual men who can lead them to God. The bishop
who is a successor of the apostles has to prove that he is fransmitting
the spiritual heritage of the church through his word and witness. Thus
the bishop is a vehicle of the "'mighty current of spirituality.” Hence
Abhishiktananda makes the following observation on the Indian
situation: ""The Spirif leads her from with in. He calls to her memory the
words of Christ, and makes her realize their truth in an ever new way.
Through his shininig presence he enables her fo deal with all problems
put to her on all planes by the new circumstances of time" (B. Bhatft; art.
cit. p. 337).

The particular hierarchical tradition and sef up of the St.Thomas
Christians have to be appreciated in this Indian context. For them
bishops and clergy were not rulers but spiritual men or guru” (Ecclesial
Identity of the Thomas Christians, page 83,84.85).

DANIMB (BN IM 2100MIEIAMAVE]2] HB(®IMIBAHS
VIN®IV) @VDBOW]B:006EBB) MMV 0)aMILL. 0ALEWI. &0l
COSOD WANIOYo @I ERPHWIBHIANH(NDMOCHIG MEEBHM
alyammnoanyamy: " " To the question whether the bishopswere
involved in the temporal administration of the community,
historiansalmost unanimously say that the bishops exercised
no such powers except perhaps in rare and unusual situa-
tions, and that the actual administration of the socio-tempo-
ral mattersof thecommunity wasnormallyin the handsof an
archdeacon and Yogam'' (Authority in the Catholic Commu-
nity in Kerala, Jose Kuriedath, page 86).

WY AVEWAS MV} ag)eld aflud)EL alEMIAY
EBHBW)0 MDA B:IMNE 630) HOAUGCBUDIBHECOINM HBHICBI
M@ EOMAV(MIGIWAIN M) MaANYVIG3 Mlelnlensso).
1991-@3 G0IM@3 GBI B0l aIVEIV®IBHICMIR MIwmo
191-03 memeom alo)any: “ The eparchial bishop governs
the eparchy entrusted to him with legislative, executive and
judicial power. The eparchial bishop personally exercises
legislative power, he exercises executive power either per-
sonally or through a protosyncellus or syncellus; he exer-
cises judicial power either personally or through a judicial
vicar and judges.”
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@PAIAB af)lo BDGB0UHH00CAMIS)oM)S] D TVEWHS AVICI
TLIINEOAMEaIRE! BAlB)MMN). B:MNY0H)N0BINM@3 aGlN0LIWoQIN
OB O)alOBSIOLI GHOSIM)EB0S] 0} lVIOS BDD]EBAVMUDD),
SO AUODTIBHONB ag)am (00092(_5@0)16)(1@ O®LIINOW moé}gﬁcmo @003
MNAIEH)IN HA(@OM CIRHINIOMIGIENHS BAlLH)IM). DD ©)al
@HUB @YW OO MWOSEIBIE3 MN0allHnee]SISI8s oMl
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DAY B0} RMIWal®}00a¢(SA06M). MDD RMOWlal®
M Ol@losn) MAlS)OOD AMMLMaldHEBRUBEE @LIYaID
©0QIH0000 @RMYAIG12{lB1ENM D). RMIWlal® (Al (B 00
@PM)MNVE@]2] HIOTNIVAYBOVATVMNIC) EOlEHIMSBS @RAUB0U00
@O@O® A AVA O OMI@ Mt ai® 20 V01 HEMBMI6M).
20@al0aj0 DADIW]eLI HEOMILINBH0)OS @RYWIOCRAH®LIIN
QO(®M@0EM. af)MOM3 AN Mlelallenss ¢ooam MIWAAM)V
@la] 20801000 IDIVIHEI TVEOQIE: TVMICINHB)OS BOEMOU]
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OA(OMOOYOS BRWIEB000TMHN)Cla] loLId MVENIGSS
®OIG3 AV1C00-2e1NI03 TVRWIHAI 24 HR(@OIMIAB Galda
avadafla) AV LIOMIG MaBOM @:0myam): "All de-
fendants are Archbishops and bishops appointed by His
Holiness the Pope of Rome and they derive power and juris-
diction from the Pope and Ecclesiastical laws. They have
got authority to frame and enforce rules for the administra-
tion of the Syro-Malabar Major Archiepiscopal Church.....

The administration of Church property both tempo-
ral and spiritual restswith the Archbishop and Bishops and
they have to administer the property in accordance with
Canon Law, statutes and particular laws. The members of
the Church have got the right reserved for themin the Code
of Canons of the Estern Churches and the statutes and par-
ticular laws'. GP®oV®, ®AIEYOS ALOMUODH:-@RHWIOCU]
BOWIB0063BU3 @0Baldald @RAINO MIWalla|@]L)eS I
@RI LIBYZOVD. BOIUIHS MEIDTM®) HBIS)BHIND AVLIWY
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DADYW®LI HEOMILIHHI MEWHS 2930108 MVMICITIHMW)o
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MWeWIGd HAMIMING @ NVEEIINS) B B>
W) H21T®IRYIN®. AllKdYEL a0lGa o]
QM (A.D- 236) alyem200] DEEBOM l0
w)any: " Let the bishop be ordained after
he has been chosen by all the people.
When someone pleasing to all has been
named, let the people assemble on the
Lord's Day with the presbyters and with
such bishops as may be present. All giv-
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ing assent, the bishops shal impose hands on
him and the presbytery shall stand by in silence.
Indeed, all shall remain silent, praying in their
hearts for the descent of the Spirit.

Then one of the bishops present shall at
the request of all, impose his hand on the one
who is being ordained bishop and shall pray"
(The Faith of the Early Fathers, Vol i, William A.
Jurgens, page 166).
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