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“This Council solemnly declares that the
Churches of the East like those of the West
have the right and duty to govern themselves
according to their own special disciplines. For
these are guaranteed by ancient tradition, and
seem to be better suited to the customs of their
faithful and to the good of their souls.

All members of the Eastern Churches
should be firmly convinced that they can and
ought always preserve their_own legitimate
liturgical rites and ways of life, and that
changes are to be introduced only to forward

their own organic development. They
themselves are to carry out all these

prescriptions with the greatest fidelity. They are
to aim always at a more perfect knowledge and
practice of their rites, and if they have fallen
away due to circumstances of times or persons,
they are to strive to return, to their ancestral
traditions’ (Vatican Council 1l, O.E. 5,6.).
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