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NECESSITY OF A LAW FOR
THE ADMINISTRATION OF
THE PROPERTIES OF THE
CHURCHES IN INDIA
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oo, ‘What the historians say about the Indian
church’ agyam @ew oo ®)s0)aM)- agousigd)

Rev. Dr. Jacob Kollaparampil: “Local
communities built their churches, supported
their clergy, and provided everything for
decent ecclesiastical services. They
contributed also generously to send periodic
gifts of homage to the Chaldean Patriarch,
and to bring in Chaldean bishops and
maintaining them in Malabar.”

“They had a system of their own for
administering the temporalities of the Church.
The properties of each church were managed
by a council elected by the Yogam (assembly
of all men) of the local community. The
yogam was responsible for the maintenance
of the local clergy. Funds for this purpose
were usually raised by collection taken up

from the faithful on the three days of Jona’s
fast, during Lent, and on other occasions’
(St. Thomas Christians' Revolutionin 1653, P-
23, 24).

Arch Bishop Mar AndrewsThazhathu: “The
life of the Thomas Christians was church-
centered. The churches were built by the
people who contributed to the building and
its maintenance, each man contributing what
he could. Tithes from earth products and
cattle, tithes from marriage dowry, donations
for baptisms etc., were the income of the
church.

The administration of the Church was carried
on by the assembly of the Thomas Christians
called; yogam. There were three kinds of
yogam: the Parish Assembly (EtavakaYogam);
Regional Assembly (Desiya Yogam) and
General Assembly (Maha Yogam; or Potu
Yogam or Malabar/Mal ankara Church Yogam).

The yogam probably had its origin in the
‘Manram system’ of the Indo-Dravidians at
the beginning of the Christian era. After the
Aryan emigration, the Brahmins devel oped
the system of Brahmadeyam. There was
much similarity between the Brahmadeyam
of the Brahmins and the yogam of the
Christians.

The priests and the adult lay men of the
parish constituted the parish assembly. This
assembly was always administering the
church properties. It would also see to the
means for the sustenance of the priests and
the maintenance of the Church. The oldest
of the priests used to preside over the
assembly. The trustees were the honourable
people of a parish as it became the norm by
the convention” (The Law of Thomas, P-41,
42).

Rev. Dr. Placid Podipara CMI: “The
administration of the local Churches was
carried on by the Church-assembly (yogam)
that consisted of the priests and the adult
males who were ascribed to the respective
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Churches. These church-assemblies had the
power to inflict even excommunication on the
public delinquents. Matters of a serious
nature were dealt with by the representatives
of two or more churches. Matters pertaining
to the whole Church or community-religious,
social and political- were handled by the
representatives of all the Churches. It was in
these General-Church-Assemblies (the
Malabar-Church-Yogam) that the Archde-
acon, the Jathikkukarthavian (the one
responsible for the community) as he was
popularly called, played his role in the most
conspicuous way. The General-Church-
Assemblies were practically supreme, and de
facto no higher ecclesiastical authority

questioned their decisions. The Thomas
Christians, therefore, formed as it were, a
Christian Republic with a head from among
themselves. Their bishops who were
foreigners were eclipsed by, or were under
the shadow of, the Archdeacons. Such was
the canonical set-up that had developed
among the Thomas Christians of the past.

Because of this “ autonomous state” and
“oneness” no foreign heresy or religious
controversy had any impact on them, and they
were quite content with their Archdeacons in
preference to Bishops from among
themselves’” (The Varthamanapusthakam, by,
Parammackel Govarnador, P-3,4)  (os@)0)
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