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NECESSITY OF A LAW FOR THE
ADMINISTRATION OF
THE PROPERTIES OF THE
CHURCHES IN INDIA

Forward

Justice K.T. Thomas,

(Former Judge, Supreme Court of India
Padma Bhushan Receipient)

Members of the Christian
community in India, during the
early years of republic did not
consider seriously whether Par-
liament or state legislatures
should pass any law for the gov-
ernance of the wealth and prop-
erties owned by different de-
nominations of the church. This
non-concern during early years was on account of
two reasons. First is that during those years han-
dling of the wealth or properties of the church was,
by and large, fair and transparent and hence there
was no necessity to bubble up a concern on the
subject. Second is that the properties of the church,
as for many denominations were administered as
per internal regulations. But the last two decades
had changed that situation, by leaps and bounds.
Almost all denominations of the Church have ac-
quired fabulous wealth through sources known and
unknown, genuine and dubious. A huge quantity
of money generated from the worshippers through
different forms of offertories and the fabulous wealth
acquired from agencies outside India have gone to
the hands of a handful few in the upper echelons of
church hierarchy. There is no transparency at all
regarding the actual amount reaching their hands
and there is no accountability to the members of
the church who are supposed to be forming the sub-
stantial portion of the contributories of such wealth.
One of the norms of economic ethics is that every
donor has a moral entitlement to know how the
money donated by him is spent and accounted.

[eposomloer oo oo, avoznyaols,
@21 TVI04 10§03 2 182] @YR] G (2 ITVSGIW)0
(A I0WOMAL)o aPI@WRVHEAT) 35)2106) PLIWOSBIBUBH9)0
@polwopasslelo, DV Al 249l 0] 3)H0CWw
90 HOJIRLOONHUB alLI)OSW)o M 103 BHSAN))S]
@lg)ms. GO0 6)(0)(())7@00@6)7749;(/5 rmaos;gomocoﬂ (001
R0 Vol afelen)eamod oPTlatlod of )@l
e1eppmnmpo (booklet) ‘T ezi0er’ @108 ©)S@2jow]
(V1L T O16)) D506, DD LIoO@DN0F @RI 2qYT
AV 0.5], @020V 0 )1 @D - el

In the aforesaid background the independent
thinking intelligentia of different denominations of
the church started exercising their mind as to
whether it is possible for the Parliament or the State
Legislature to enact laws for governing the admin-
istration of the wealth of the church. Atrticle 26 of
the Constitution has focused on the vision of the
architects of the Constitution as they reposed an
obligation on such legislative bodies for enacting
law for that purpose. When such laws have been
made for governing the administration of the prop-
erties of various other religions, why Parliament or
the State Legislature cannot pass similar legisla-
tion for administration of the properties of the church?
Demands for that purpose have burgeoned initially
in a small scale, but such demands are now multi-
plying into larger dimensions. Those who are now
keeping the wealth and properties of the church
make a whispering resistance saying that the cam-
paign for law is intended to divest the church of its
right to hold properties or that the aim of the cam-
paigners of the church is to see that the properties
of the church vest in the government. | only ap-
peal to the right thinking members of the commu-
nity not to fall into such muttering propaganda.
No law, thus far passed by the legislatures as for
other religions has done any such mischief. Nei-
ther the Parliament nor the state legislature could
do such mischief as long as the Constitution re-
mains in the secular form.

This book authored by Joseph Pulikunnel, a
dynamic leader of the right thinking members of
the Christian community is intended to focus the
attention on the need for enacting legislation for
administration of the properties of different denomi-
nations of the church in India.

[Muttambalam P O. Kottayam 686 004 Mobile:
9447078215, Email: ktthomas37@hotmail.com]
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