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NECESSITY OF A LAW FOR
THE ADMINISTRATION OF
THE PROPERTIES OF THE
CHURCHES IN INDIA
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Arch Bishop Mar Joseph
Powathil: “the padorado and propanganda
bishops fromthe West established themselves
in India in the 16th century, contempor-
aneously with colonial expansion. Full
ecclesial communion was mutually
recognized but within a century the Latin
Church had deprived Thomas Christians of
their hierarchy, mutilated the liturgy, and
propagated a Western form of theological and
goiritual formetion with the intention, on the part
at least of some Latin ecclesadtics, of completely
conforming them to the Latin practices. This
process, unfortunately, continueseven today. The
hankering after these artificial elements

introduced by the prelates from the West is an
evidence of a mental endavement to the recent
pas” (Actsof the synod of bishops of the Syro-
Mdabar Church, P-71).

Rev.Dr. Xavier Koodapuzha: “ Unfortunatdythe
Church in India from the 16th century inherited
foreign tradition of religious authority with a
juridical emphasis. The association with the
Portuguese marked the beginning of this new
tradition which was found in conflict with ‘The
Lawof Thomas” (Ecdesd Identity of . Thomes
Chridians P-84).

Rev. Dr. Jos=eKuriyedath: “ Astheauthoritarian
rule of the foreigners got entrenched in Kerala,
the gructure of adminigration-mainly the office
of the archdeacon and of the yogam underwent
subgtantial changes’ (Authority in the Catholic
communityinKerda p-130).

“Thebishopandhisvicar wered| powerful, subject
onlytocontrol from above. Though therewasa
parish council (yogam) it waspurely an advisory
body. Thevicar enjoyed the power of veto over
any decisions of the council. The council
consisted of only the heads of theinfluential
familiesin the parish. Thecommon people had
no voicein the administration of the parishand
weregeneraly uninterested inthematter” (Ibid,
p-142)

Conclusion:

1. Itismandatory as per the constitution to
enact alaw for the administration of
thetemporalitiesof the churches

2.Any such law should bein conformity with
the teaching of our Lord Jesus and
Apostates as seen in the Gospel

3. It should be according to tradition of
Christiansof India

Therewasanintrudeinto our tradition
duringthecolonial period. Itisthedesireof the
churchto have alaw as per thetradition.
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